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United States Helps Recapitalize Haitian Microfinance 

Bank 

By Katherine Lewis 
Special Correspondent 
 
Washington — The U.S. government has facilitated 
recapitalization of Fonkoze, the largest microfinance 
institution in Haiti, in a mission that required close 
cooperation of the U.S. military, the United Nations and 
multiple U.S. government agencies. 
 
In the wake of the devastating earthquake that hit Haiti 
on January 12, Fonkoze was the only bank able to stay 
open for customers making withdrawals and receiving 
money transfers. While goods were available for purchase 
in Port-au-Prince and other locations, many people had 
no money and commercial bank automatic teller 
machines were not functioning, according to news 
reports. 
 
As Fonkoze grew short of cash, its chief executive, Anne 
Hastings, developed a plan to retrieve $2 million in 
reserves from City National Bank of New Jersey (CNB) 
and distribute the cash to the 34 Fonkoze branches still 
operational in Haiti. The plan would require tight 
logistics and a military escort. 
 
“We got an urgent request for help” on Friday morning 
[January 22], said Jennifer Harris, a member of Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton’s policy planning staff. 
Fonkoze wanted to withdraw the cash that day, before the 
banking window closed at 5 p.m. 
 
The mission was approved at 4:52 p.m. on Friday, with 
consent from officials from the U.S. military, the United 
Nations and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and with advice from the Federal 
Reserve, Harris said. By 5:17 p.m., funds had been 
transferred from CNB to JP Morgan Chase in Miami, 
divided into 34 packets of cash and placed in office 
supply boxes to camouflage the contents. 
 
An armored truck took the boxes to Homestead Air Force 
Base in Miami, where a C-17 military aircraft picked them 
up and took them to Haiti overnight, for distribution by 
military helicopter on Saturday morning. 
 
“We are indebted to many individuals and government 
agencies that helped make this happen,” Fonkoze 
President John Mercier said in a statement on the Fonkoze 
Web site. Mercier mentioned “unprecedented cooperation 
from civilian government, the military and civil society, 
including Fonkoze — toward the end of ensuring that 
rural Haitians have access to their own resources so they 
could begin the process of rebuilding their country.” 
 

While $2 million may not seem like much, Fonkoze’s 
distribution network is unmatched in reaching into the 
population of Haiti, especially the poor and underserved, 
Harris said. Fonkoze serves more than 55,000 women 
borrowers, more than 175,000 savers and 1 million 
families who receive remittances from relatives and 
friends abroad. 
 
“Fonkoze is essentially the way in which Haiti’s most 
vulnerable populations get cash,” Harris said. “They have 
a reach in that population that it would take years to 
recreate if they went under. As a priority of stabilizing the 
banking sector, Fonkoze matters as much, if not more 
than recapitalizing the Citibanks and Sogebanks.” 
 
Traditional commercial banks have begun to reopen in 
Port-au-Prince, and at least one was limiting withdrawals 
in order to have enough cash for the long lines of 
customers, according to news reports. The earthquake 
killed at least 111,400 people and displaced 1 million, 
according to a fact sheet from USAID, which has been 
distributing blankets, kitchen sets, water purification 
tablets, fuel and other relief supplies. Food prices outside 
Port-au-Prince have doubled. 
 
Harris expressed gratitude for the efficient military 
response to Fonkoze’s request for help. “They jumped in, 
and it was amazing to see them turn this around on 
absolutely zero formal notice,” she said. 

Muslim-American Doctors Volunteer for Haiti 

Disaster 

Islamic medical group coordinating teams of doctors to serve in 
Haiti 
By M. Scott Bortot 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — Americans of all backgrounds are 
responding to the call for volunteers to lend their time 
and skills to help the Haitian people in the aftermath of 
the January 12 earthquake. Among those who are 
responding are dedicated Muslim-American doctors 
experienced in providing medical relief during disasters. 
 
“We are commanded by our creator to help a fellow man 
in need,” Islamic Medical Association of North America 
(IMANA) Relief Committee chair Dr. Ismail Mehr told 
America.gov. “It’s very clear in the Quran that to save one 
human life is as if you saved all of humanity.” 
 
A team of doctors from the Illinois-based IMANA 
traveled to Haiti shortly after the earthquake devastated 
the country. 
 
“I am pleased to inform the membership that we have our 
second team leaving for Haiti this weekend, Inshallah,” 
IMANA president Dr. Khalique Zahir said in a statement 
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on the association’s Web site. “Our first team of 
physicians is on the ground providing much-needed care 
and working alongside other organizations.” 
 
IMANA has a long history of relief partnerships, 
including working with the U.S. government during the 
2005 Pakistan earthquake. Then, as now in Haiti, the 
United States provided numerous disaster relief services 
through the Navy, the Coast Guard, the Marines and the 
United States Agency for International Development. 
 
In Haiti, IMANA is partnering with the U.S.-based Islamic 
Relief USA, the Zakat Foundation and the Islamic Society 
of North America, as well as secular relief organizations 
active in Haiti such as NYC Medics and Comprehensive 
Disaster Response Services (CDRS). 
 
“As a matter of principle, we collaborate with any 
organization, regardless of faith or nationality, that has 
the same goals as us,” Mehr said. “There is sort of a 
brotherhood that exists among relief organizations.” 
 
For the Haitian disaster, CDRS is providing logistical 
support for IMANA doctors. IMANA doctors first 
worked with CDRS in Pakistan in 2005 after the 
earthquake there killed some 73,000 people. 
 
CDRS Chief Executive Officer Laila Karamally told 
America.gov that a large number of their volunteers are 
Pakistani Americans who joined in the group’s initial 
disaster relief efforts in Pakistan. 
 
“CDRS is the glue that is missing in a disaster that binds 
all the big pieces together,” Karamally said of the group’s 
logistics support for disaster relief. “We’ve helped deploy 
close to 100 doctors so far to Haiti, and I think that 60 to 
70 percent of them are Muslim doctors.” 
 
IMANA doctors are no strangers to providing medical 
assistance in times of disaster: they treated patients in 
Indonesia after the 2004 tsunami and treated the 
wounded during the 2009 conflict in Gaza. Currently, 
IMANA doctors are seeing patients in Haiti at an 
emergency triage hospital set up outside Port-au-Prince. 
 
Shortly after the quake, IMANA sent a team of five 
doctors to Haiti. But since more doctors were needed and 
their pool of volunteers increased, IMANA is now 
sending doctors in teams of 10. One of those doctors 
scheduled to travel with IMANA on February 6 is Dr. 
Imran Qureshi. 
 
“IMANA may, with the larger number of volunteers, try 
to staff more hospitals in eastern Haiti, which is less 
damaged by the earthquake,” Qureshi told America.gov. 
“Because of the huge number of patients, these hospitals 
need more doctors.” 

Not all doctors who are members of IMANA are Muslim. 
According to Qureshi, while some 80 to 90 percent of their 
membership is Muslim, doctors of other faiths are also 
members. 
 
“I think on my team going to Haiti there are two non-
Muslim American doctors,” Qureshi said. 

London Conference to Discuss Rehabilitation of 

Taliban Fighters 

By Stephen Kaufman 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — Ahead of Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton’s attendance at the January 28 
International Conference on Afghanistan in London, U.S. 
Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan 
Richard Holbrooke says 2010 will be a “year of heavy 
implementation” of the Obama administration’s strategy 
in Afghanistan, and the conference will include support 
for Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s plans to reintegrate 
Taliban fighters into the country. 
 
Speaking on the MSNBC network January 25, Holbrooke 
said the meeting in London is “a very good time to bring 
the world back together to reaffirm its support and to 
move to the next stage,” following developments such as 
President Obama’s December 2009 announcement that 
additional U.S. civilian and military forces are being 
deployed to Afghanistan and President Karzai’s re-
election in November 2009. 
 
“This is not a pledging conference. Enough of those for 
the time being. Countries are coming through,” 
Holbrooke said. “This is about policy.” 
 
The first units of the 30,000 new troops that President 
Obama ordered are in Afghanistan, and the ambassador 
said, “I think you’re going to see some very dramatic 
military activity in the coming weeks.” U.S. civilian 
personnel such as agriculture and governance experts and 
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 
employees are “moving in right behind them,” he said.  
 
The Obama administration remains committed to a 
“responsible transition” enabling Afghan government 
forces to assume security control of the country beginning 
“with withdrawals at a pace and scale to be determined in 
July 2011,” Holbrooke said. 
 
Karzai has announced a “big, new program” to 
reintegrate Taliban fighters into Afghan society, and 
Holbrooke said the London conference will “affirm our 
international support for it.” 
 
The rationale behind the reintegration program is that 
“over 70 percent of the people fighting with the Taliban 
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are not ideologically committed to al-Qaida, the Taliban,” 
he said. “They’re fighting for local grievance, or they’ve 
been misled about the purposes of … the alliance 
presence in Afghanistan,” and there hasn’t been a “good 
program to invite them back into the fold.” 
 
Support for Karzai’s initiative will include funding, and 
Holbrooke said Japan will be leading the donations. 
 
“It’s partly a job program,” he said.  
 
“If they’re given an opportunity for jobs and security and 
if they understand the purposes of the presence there, we 
think a lot of them will come back,” he said. “Isn’t it a lot 
better to invite them off the battlefield through a program 
of jobs, land, integration than it is to have to try to kill 
every one of them?” 
 
Holbrooke differentiated between the reintegration 
program and reconciliation, which would target the 
Taliban’s ideological leadership, which he said would be 
“very difficult.” 
 
He said he does not “see any merit” in rehabilitating 
Taliban spiritual leader Mullah Mohammad Omar by 
removing him from the United Nations’ “black list” of 144 
Taliban and 257 al-Qaida leaders that obliges member 
states to freeze their bank accounts and prevent them 
from traveling. 
 
But, Holbrooke, said the U.N. list can be revisited. “Some 
of the people on it are dead. Some probably are innocent. 
We ought to re-examine it,” he said.  
 
In remarks with Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini 
January 25, Clinton said the U.S. military mission in 
Afghanistan “is not open-ended,” but the Obama 
administration is committed to building lasting 
partnerships with Afghanistan and neighboring Pakistan.  
 
At the January 28 conference, there will also be a focus on 
“the Afghan government’s commitments and plans to 
spur sustainable economic development, to improve 
governance, to fight corruption,” Clinton said. 
 
“We will be looking for the gradual ability of the Afghans 
themselves to assume the security responsibility and 
assist in the development of their own country,” she said. 
 
(Preceding items distributed by the Bureau of 
International Information Programs, U.S. Department of 
State. Web site: http://america.gov)  

 

 


